


The Direction We Need 
Monday, September 18, 2006 8:17 PM  

 

After reading the GOP tailgate story we posted, I admire the contest’s founder for multiple reasons.  I love the com-
bining of sports and politics.  Additionally, I love that he took the Republican Party in a direction that it consistently 
avoids. 

Sports are unifying.  I am sure people question my posting Rams or Chiefs material… My response is consider this… 
Republican Rams and Democratic Chiefs fans do not exist.  Cultural differences, issue positions, thoughts on war, 
none of these matter. 

As for point two, the Republican Party does not want to embrace football.  Typically, we avoid those who are not “our 
kind of people.”  Republican leaders generally bash someone with a painted face, who screams passionately for their 
team.  The term conservative is what it is for a reason.  Extremes are avoided.  No one walks into work from a week-
end of screaming. 

This is why this contest is brilliant.  Republicans distain differences.  We like our food prepared a certain way.  We like 
our people dressed a certain way.  We like our people believing a certain way (in lock step).  You have to wonder how 
many good ideas we have rejected for dumb reasons. 

The majority of Republicans probably will not notice this contest.  However, I am hopefully of a few, who notice and 
are impressed.  Not by it’s unique brilliance.  But, by the fact that it moves the party in a new direction… one it des-
perately needs to go. 
 
Raymond Smalley 



Young Republicans Dive into Football Season 
By GOPUSA Staff 
GOPUSA News 
September 12, 2006 

RALEIGH, NC (GOPUSA News) -- With the passing of Labor Day, both campaign season and football season are here. As both seasons get into full swing, the 
Young Republicans in Wake County, North Carolina have come up with a creative, fun way to show support for Republican candidates: the club is sponsoring a GOP 
Tailgate Contest. The contest encourages Republican football fans throughout North Carolina to show their support for the GOP's candidates by hosting Republican-
themed tailgate parties at college and NFL games in North Carolina. 

The GOP Tailgate Contest is the brainchild of Dave Reynolds, who recently became Chairman of the Wake County Young Republicans. 

"When I headed out to tailgate before the N.C. State football game on Sept. 2, I decided to post Republican candidates' signs on my jeep and at our tailgate site," says 
Reynolds. "I was amazed by the buzz created by the signs. The 'Re-Elect Sheriff Donnie Harrison' sign was definitely a crowd favorite." 

"The more I thought about it, the more I thought we should encourage Republicans everywhere to show their support for our candidates during their tailgate parties," 
Reynolds continues. "That's when I came up with the idea for the GOP Tailgate Contest." 

"In a nutshell, the GOP Tailgate Contest provides conservative football fans with a way to show their support for Republican candidates while rooting for their favorite 
football team," adds Reynolds. "We invite Republican football fans throughout North Carolina to enter this contest and help cheer Team GOP on to victory this No-
vember." 

While the Wake County YRs contest is specific to North Carolina, the club is encouraging other groups around the nation to follow suit. 

"This is a fun, positive way to show support for our Republican candidates," says Reynolds. "We strongly encourage YR clubs in other states to sponsor similar con-
tests." 

There is no fee to enter the Wake County Young Republicans' GOP Tailgate Contest. To be eligible for consideration, entries must be submitted by someone regis-
tered as a Republican in North Carolina. Those wishing to enter the contest should submit a photo taken at a tailgate party during a college or NFL game between Sep-
tember 3 and November 6, 2006. Entries, which should be submitted to wakeyr@gmail.com, must be received by November 10. The club's executive board will then 
select the winner based on the number of people in the photo, visibility of candidate signage and originality. 

The club's leaders emphasized the importance of all tailgate parties being conducted in good taste. 

"We will only accept entries that are considered to be in good taste and which promote Republican candidates in a positive way," Reynolds says. 

The winners, who will be announced at the club's Christmas Party on December 7, 2006, will receive gift certificates to restaurants located in North Carolina's capital 
city of Raleigh. The first place winner will receive a $100 gift certificate to Moonlight Pizza. The second and third place winners will receive gift certificates to 101 
Lounge & Cafe, which is set to open in early 2007. Photos of the winning parties will be featured on the Wake County YRs Web site. Winners are not required to be 
present at the party where they are announced. 

 


