Fellow Young Republicans,

I hope everyone has a Merry Christmas and safe travels during the holidays.  
I wanted to send a reminder about our next meeting on Monday, January 8th at Moonlight Pizza.  This meeting will consist of our club elections with Dinner at 6:30pm and the meeting starting promptly at 7:00pm.  This will be a brief meeting and is expected to finish by 7:30pm.
Yes, we know the NCAA national championship football game is January 8th at 8:00pm.  Are you planning on watching the big game? Watch it with us!  

Please join us following the meeting for a NCAA Championship football party as the Ohio State Buckeyes take on the Florida Gators. The game will be shown on all three TV's at Moonlight.  There will also be several drink specials.
Mark your calendar for our February 12th meeting as we are extremely excited to have Phil Kirk come speak about the Wine Industry and its impact on North Carolina’s Economy.  Mr. Kirk began his career in government in 1970 as the youngest State Senator elected in North Carolina history.  He is also the former president of the NC Citizens for Business and Industry (NCCBI), the state’s most powerful business lobby and official state chamber of commerce.  More details on the meeting are listed in the newsletter and will follow after the holidays. 
Thanks again to everyone that attended the Christmas Party and participated in the GOP Tailgate Contest.  Congratulations to Ken Harris, Shelley Nowell, Les Merritt and the Meck YRs!.  For those interested, check out our website for pictures from the Christmas Party and the Winning Tailgate Photos!  I have included information on the 2007 NCFYR convention that will be in Charlotte February 3.  Also, please make sure you to send in your dues for 2007 or bring them to the meeting on January 8!  
Have a great Christmas and enjoy the newsletter!  
Sincerely,

Dave

David J. Reynolds, Chairman

Wake County Young Republicans

www.wakeyr.com
davereynoldsyr@gmail.com
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1) Election Meeting – January 8, 2007
Have you ever thought of getting involved with an exciting organization and becoming part of the leadership and direction?  Now is your opportunity!  The Wake YRs will hold elections on January 8 and are looking for young professionals that want to help lead the Republicans to victory in 2008.  This is not a one person job and does not require a large time commitment.  You will be involved with a team of young conservative professionals that have enthusiasm, drive to build this organization and like to have a good time!  Don’t be intimidated by politics!  Please join us and be a part of this energized organization that is making waves and will lead the way for Young Republicans throughout Wake County and North Carolina. 

If you would like to chair a committee or organize an event, please talk to an existing Officer.  

When: January 8, 2007
Dinner: 6:30pm, Meeting at 7:00pm
Where: Moonlight Pizza Company
Please note that Mark Flemming of the Wake Forest Chamber of Commerce will be chairing the election meeting.  

Dinner at 6:30 PM, meeting begins at 7:00 PM. 

Moonlight Pizza Company

615 West Morgan St. 

Pizza buffet and Drink for $8.
2)  National Championship Football with the Wake YRs! – Jan 8
Are you planning on watching the big game? Watch it with us!  

Please join us following the meeting for a Championship football party as the Ohio State Buckeyes take on the Florida Gators. The game will be shown on all three TV's at Moonlight.  Moonlight is staying open just for the Wake YRs, so come on out and watch the game with us.  Invite your friends and meet some new ones!  Everyone is welcome.

Drink specials for the game

$2.50 Miller Lite bottles
$5.00 Cape Cod

3)  Wine Industry and its impact on NC’s Economy: Phil Kirk – Feb 12

The Wake YRs are extremely excited to have Phil Kirk come speak about the Wine Industry and its impact on North Carolina’s Economy at our February 12th meeting.  Phil Kirk began his career in government in 1970 as the youngest State Senator elected in North Carolina history.  He has also served as chief of staff for Governors Jim Holshouser and Jim Martin.  Mr. Kirk is the former president of the NC Citizens for Business and Industry (NCCBI), the state’s most powerful business lobby and official state chamber of commerce and during his 16-year tenure he was consistently ranked among the top 25 lobbyist in North Carolina.  

For more information about Mr. Kirk please visit his website at www.phillipkirk.com
We are also in the process of working with some local wineries and/or distributors on also having a wine tasting and specials during the meeting.  We will keep you posted as we learn more.  But mark your calendars as this meeting is sure to be very fun and educational!
4)  Wake YRs Announce GOP Tailgate Contest Winners
Press Release
Gridiron Grassroots Contest Comes to Close

Wake County Young Republicans Announce GOP Tailgate Contest Winners

RALEIGH, N.C. –The Wake County Young Republicans’ inaugural GOP Tailgate Contest came to a close last week with the announcement of the four winners at the group’s annual Christmas Party on December 7.  The contest encouraged Republican football fans throughout North Carolina to show their support for the GOP’s candidates by hosting Republican-themed tailgate parties at college and NFL games.  

“It was great to see so many republicans supporting their candidates in a fun and spirited atmosphere by tailgating at NFL and college games” says Dave Reynolds, Chairman of the Wake County Young Republicans.  “We were excited to have had so many entries from across the state and look forward to continuing the contest in 2008.”

With the success in the contest’s first year, the Wake County Young Republicans have said they will take the contest nationwide in 2008 and will begin looking for sponsors in the next nine months.  

“This was a fun and easy way to get Republicans to campaign for their candidates,” Reynolds says.  “We believe the Republican Party could benefit from a nationwide tailgate competition.” 

“We are always looking to increase membership,” Reynolds adds.  “The publicity from this contest has brought in many new members that might not otherwise have attended a meeting.” 

This year’s contest winners received a total of $175 in restaurant gift certificates.  Ken Harris of Chatham County took home this year’s top honors.  “While the Wolfpack only won three games this year, we are still the best tailgaters in the nation,” says Harris.  

Shelly Nowell took home second place during another NC State football game.  Ms. Nowell stated, “I am going to tailgate at the games anyway, so why not put out a few signs to help our Republican candidates?”  

State Auditor Les Merritt won the third-place prize.  Merritt, known as The Taxpayers’ Watchdog, said, “I thank the Wake County Young Republicans for this innovative idea.”  

Special recognition was also given to the Mecklenburg County Young Republicans for hosting two tailgate parties at Carolina Panthers games and their “dedication in the rain” photographs.  All winning photographs can be seen on the contests website at www.GOPTailgateContest.com.

With what seems to be a tough road ahead for Republicans to presidency in 2008, this grassroots campaign and contest could help play a role in a Republican Presidential victory.

For more information or to find out how you can help sponsor future contests please visit www.GOPTailgateContest.com.

5) NCFYR Convention – February 3, 2007 Charlotte
I encourage everyone to attend the NCFYR convention in Charlotte February 2 – 4, 2007.  If you register before Friday, December 29, the cost of the convention is only $65.  The schedule of events is listed below and can be found at: www.ncyoungrepublicans.com/2007convention.htm
Please visit the website for registration information.

This should be a fun weekend in Charlotte!  Hope to see you there!
Tentative Convention Schedule 

  

Friday, Feb. 2 

Those in town meet for dinner & night on the town (tentative) 

  

Saturday, Feb. 3 

-  9:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. -- Registration.  
Those who have not checked in by 11:30 a.m. will NOT be able to vote during the business session. 

-  9:30 a.m. - 9:45 a.m. -- Welcome Session 

-  10:00 a.m. - 11:45 a.m. -- Breakout Sessions 

-  12:00 noon - 1:15 p.m. -- Lunch 

-  1:30 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. -- Convention business & election of NCFYR officers 

-  7:00 p.m. -- Dinner & Awards Banquet 

  

Sunday, Feb. 4 

10:00 a.m. -- NCFYR Executive Committee Meeting 

 
6) Philanthropy Expert: Conservatives are Far More Generous
Sent to us by Brad McGinity – New Media Campaigns
bmcginity@newmediacampaigns.com
 

Philanthropy Expert: Conservatives Are More Generous

By Frank Brieaddy 
Religion News Service 

 


SYRACUSE, N.Y. -- Syracuse University professor Arthur C. Brooks is about to become the darling of the religious right in America -- and it's making him nervous. 

The child of academics, raised in a liberal household and educated in the liberal arts, Brooks has written a book that concludes religious conservatives donate far more money than secular liberals to all sorts of charitable activities, irrespective of income. 

In the book, he cites extensive data analysis to demonstrate that values advocated by conservatives -- from church attendance and two-parent families to the Protestant work ethic and a distaste for government-funded social services -- make conservatives more generous than liberals. 

The book, titled "Who Really Cares: The Surprising Truth About Compassionate Conservatism" (Basic Books, $26), is due for release Nov. 24. 

When it comes to helping the needy, Brooks writes: "For too long, liberals have been claiming they are the most virtuous members of American society. Although they usually give less to charity, they have nevertheless lambasted conservatives for their callousness in the face of social injustice." 

For the record, Brooks, 42, has been registered in the past as a Democrat, then a Republican, but now lists himself as independent, explaining, "I have no comfortable political home." 

Since 2003 he has been director of nonprofit studies for Syracuse University's Maxwell School of Citizenship and Public Affairs. 

Outside professional circles, he's best known for his regular op-ed columns in The Wall Street Journal (13 over the past 18 months) on topics that stray a bit from his philanthropy expertise. 

One noted that people who drink alcohol moderately are more successful and charitable than those who don't (like him). Another observed that liberals are having fewer babies than conservatives, which will reduce liberals' impact on politics over time because children generally mimic their parents. 

Brooks is a behavioral economist by training who researches the relationship between what people do -- aside from their paid work -- why they do it, and its economic impact. 

He's a number cruncher who relied primarily on 10 databases assembled over the past decade, mostly from scientific surveys. The data are adjusted for variables such as age, gender, race and income to draw fine-point conclusions. 

His Wall Street Journal pieces are researched, but a little light. 

His book, he says, is carefully documented to withstand the scrutiny of other academics, which he said he encourages. 

The book's basic findings are that conservatives who practice religion, live in traditional nuclear families and reject the notion that the government should engage in income redistribution are the most generous Americans, by any measure. 

Conversely, secular liberals who believe fervently in government entitlement programs give far less to charity. They want everyone's tax dollars to support charitable causes and are reluctant to write checks to those causes, even when governments don't provide them with enough money. 

Such an attitude, he writes, not only shortchanges the nonprofits but also diminishes the positive fallout of giving, including personal health, wealth and happiness for the donor and overall economic growth. 
All of this, he said, he backs up with statistical analysis. 

"These are not the sort of conclusions I ever thought I would reach when I started looking at charitable giving in graduate school, 10 years ago," he writes in the introduction. "I have to admit I probably would have hated what I have to say in this book." 

Still, he says it forcefully, pointing out that liberals give less than conservatives in every way imaginable, including volunteer hours and donated blood. 

In an interview, Brooks said he recognizes the need for government entitlement programs, such as welfare. But in the book he finds fault with all sorts of government social spending, including entitlements. 

Repeatedly he cites and disputes a line from a Ralph Nader speech to the NAACP in 2000: "A society that has more justice is a society that needs less charity." 

Harvey Mansfield, professor of government at Harvard University and 2004 recipient of the National Humanities Medal, does not know Brooks personally but has read the book. 

"His main finding is quite startling, that the people who talk the most about caring actually fork over the least," he said. "But beyond this finding I thought his analysis was extremely good, especially for an economist. He thinks very well about the reason for this and reflects about politics and morals in a way most economists do their best to avoid." 

Brooks says he started the book as an academic treatise, then tightened the documentation and punched up the prose when his colleagues and editor convinced him it would sell better and generate more discussion if he did. 

To make his point forcefully, Brooks admits he cut out a lot of qualifying information. 

"I know I'm going to get yelled at a lot with this book," he said. "But when you say something big and new, you're going to get yelled at." 


7) A Conversation on the Constitution:

Sent to us by Wake YR member: Tom Murry, Morrisville, Town Commissioner
----- Forwarded Message ----
From: The Federalist Society <info@fed-soc.org>
Subject: Justices Scalia & Breyer Event: Video Now Available

A Conversation on the Constitution:

Perspectives from Active Liberty and A Matter of Interpretation

The Federalist Society and ACS co-sponsored “A Conversation on the Constitution: Perspectives from Active Liberty and A Matter of Interpretation,” featuring United States Supreme Court Justices Antonin Scalia and Stephen Breyer on December 5, 2006. The Justices engaged in an interesting and important discussion on the Constitution and their methods of interpretation. 

The video from this event is now available at our website. 

Click here for audio and video of the discussion.
The Federalist Society

202-822-8138 

info@fed-soc.org 

202-822-8138 

http://www.fed-soc.org  
8) Statewide event of interest to conservative activists
Message From Wake YR Member Joey Stansbury:

On January 13, 2007, North Carolina Right to Life will be holding their

annual Prayer Breakfast for Life and March for Life in downtown Raleigh.

I have attended this event for the past seven years and want to encourage

you to take time to support this valuable organization and the work that

they do in supporting our society's unborn.

Their work is critical in North Carolina.

The breakfast will take place at 9:30 am at the Brownestone on Hillsborough

Street in Raleigh. The featured speaker is Ramesh Ponnuru - a senior editor

at National Review. He is also the author of "The Party of Death: The

Democrats, the Media, the Courts, and the Disregard for Human Life."

The March will take place at 1:00 pm Nash Square at the intersection of

Hargett and McDowell Streets in downtown Raleigh (just adjacent to Raleigh's

City Hall). I would encourage everyone to dress warmly who wises to attend.

The wind is usually fairly brisk. There are snacks and warm beverages

available after the March. There is usually a large crowd energized to march

through downtown Raleigh.

The cost is $20 person for the breakfast and there is no charge for the

rally. The student rate is $15. If you have financial impediments let me

know.

If you need more information, please visit their website at

http://www.ncrtl.org/rally_march_2007.htm
Thanks,

Joey Stansbury

9)  Current Officers 
Chairman  -  Dave Reynolds davereynoldsyr@gmail.com 

Vice Chairman  -  Teresa McFadden tmcfadden28@hotmail.com
Secretary  -  Brannon Lambert  brannon_lambert@ml.com
Treasurer  -  Nader Sreyo - nsreyo@worldnet.att.net 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact any of our officers!

Visit www.wakeyr.com for more information.

