Meet our New Leaders: Jan 14- Club Elections &  Bill Graham / Greg Dority
Monday, January 14, The Wake County Young Republicans will be holding club elections.  I am very excited about the response from our members that want to play an active role in 2008.  Many of our members have asked about helping with committees and running for elected positions.  
I have listed information about the 2008 leadership candidates that have stepped up and have indicated specific interest in an elected position.  If you have any interest in an elected position or committee, let us know!  There is room for everyone and plenty of areas we can use your help.  Please come out and support and meet our new leadership and get involved.
Bill Graham, Candidate for Governor, will be our featured speaker for our January 14 meeting. Please visit www.graham2008.com.

Greg Dority, Candidate for Lieutenant Governor will also be in attendance and has agreed to chair the club election portion of the meeting.  For more information about Mr. Dority, please review the newsletter. 

Members that are running for Elected Positions (that have indicated a position preference):

Chairman
Brannon T. Lambert, CFP - Financial Planner, has more than six years of experience providing financial and wealth management advice services to private and institutional clients. A graduate of Atlantic Christian College, Brannon joined Merrill Lynch in 2004, coming from American Express Financial Advisors. In December of 2004, he completed his Master’s Degree of Investment and Trust Management from Campbell University. In July of 2005, Brannon completed the requirements for the Certified Financial Planner Designation. Brannon grew up in WV and has been in Raleigh for just over ten years. Currently he volunteers with the Raleigh Boys & Girls Club and is an active member of the Young Advocates.

Vice Chairman
Dana Mazer was born in Baltimore, MD and lived there until moving to Raleigh in 1984.  He graduated from UNC-Wilmington with a B.A. in Environmental Studies.  After college, he helped start American Mobility, LLC, one of the area's largest retail suppliers of mobility products and home medical equipment.  He is a certified Assistive Technology Supplier (ATS) and is a member of the Rehabilitation Engineering & Assistive Technology Society of North America.  Dana currently serves as a Precinct Chairman for the Wake County GOP.  He is an avid surfer and snowboarder, and also enjoys spending time with his family.

Secretary
Rebecca Paden is a Records Management Analyst for the NC Department of Cultural Resources.  She began her career in public service as a high school social studies teacher.  Rebecca studied Political Science at Northern Kentucky University, followed by a Masters in Public Administration at Webster University.  She grew up in Kentucky and moved to North Carolina in 2004.  She is an active volunteer for the Department of Cultural Resources, where she currently serves as a committee member on the Worksite Wellness Committee.  

Treasurer
Phillip Frye was Born and raised in the mountains of Sylva, North Carolina.  Graduated from Smoky Mountain High School in 1994 and the Kenan-Flagler Business School at UNC-Chapel Hill in 1998.  At UNC was a member of Inter-Varsity Christian Fellowship, the Fellowship of Christian Athletes, and was a four-year starter in centerfield for the Club Baseball Team (President my senior year).  Upon graduating from UNC, moved to Raleigh and started working for John Hancock Financial Services for 2 years and was later recruited to join New York Life.  In January 2002, joined North State Bank as a Teller Supervisor.  Will have been with North State Bank for 6 years this month, where I have also served as Customer Service Rep., Office Manager, and am now currently an Assistant Vice President and Business Development Officer.  I serve on the Board of Directors and Finance Committee for the National Students of AMF Support Network (a Raleigh-based non-profit organization), am a member of the Greater Raleigh Chamber of Commerce's Young Professionals Network Recruitment Committee, teach 4-year old Sunday School and serve on the Finance Committee at Forest Hills Baptist Church, and volunteer for Habitat for Humanity, the Leukemia & Lymphoma Society, North State Bank's Summer Salute for Hospice of Wake County, and the Greater Raleigh Chamber of Commerce (with their membership drive each year since 2002).  In my free time, I enjoy traveling nationally and abroad, supporting the local arts and museums, attending UNC sporting events, playing golf, softball, and baseball.  Of course, that free time will be cut a little bit since I will be planning my wedding for 8/23/08.

For more information about these positions, please visit our website:

http://www.wakeyr.com/constitution.php  or email me at davereynoldsyr@gmail.com. 

We also have several committees that will need volunteers: 

Campaign Activism, Fundraising, Membership, Public Relations, and Social.
Several members have expressed interest in assisting with committees.  Please come to the meeting or send us an email about your committee preference.  Again, everyone is welcome!

2008 will not be easy and we need everyone to tell their friends and colleagues about the Wake YRs to help continue the success of the YRs and the GOP!
Have a great weekend and see you on January 14!

Sincerely,

Dave

David J. Reynolds, Chairman

Wake County Young Republicans

www.wakeyr.com
www.myspace.com/wakeyr
davereynoldsyr@gmail.com
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1)  Bill Graham, Candidate for Governor & Club Elections – January 14
The Wake County Young Republicans are pleased to announce that Bill Graham, Candidate for Governor, will be the featured speaker at their Monday, January 14 meeting.  New Officers for 2008 will also be elected at this meeting.

Bill Graham is a successful businessman, a practicing attorney and a devoted family man committed to conservative change in North Carolina. 

Bill is also a founding member of the Board of Directors of Community Bank of Rowan and is a partner in the Wallace and Graham Law Firm. His latest business venture is developing an insurance product for people in the event that they lose their jobs. A committed conservative, Bill has been a strong supporter of The Jesse Helms Center, where he currently serves as Secretary of the Board of Directors, and is an active member in the American Conservative Union. Bill served on the U.S. Agriculture Committee for Senator Jesse Helms. 

A native of Harnett County, Bill graduated from Dunn High School, received a Bachelor of Arts from Catawba College, and earned a law degree from Antioch University, finishing at Wake Forest University.  Bill Graham resides in Salisbury with his wife, Shari, and their two children.  For more information, please visit www.graham2008.com
GREG DORITY, CANDIDATE FOR LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR

Greg Dority is a 1981 graduate of North Carolina State University where he majored in Political Science. He spent most of the 1980’s directing security at the ABC News Washington, DC bureau before departing just prior to the Gulf War in 1991. During the 1990’s he worked in various capacities within the security field and traveled extensively in the Balkans and Caucuses. He did his graduate work at The George Washington University and today is Managing Partner of Sterling Security in Washington, North Carolina.

Following the events of September 11, 2001 Greg began a professional transition to International Development. His work experience focused on economic restructuring of post-war regions, to include a stint with the Christian humanitarian organization World Vision. In 2003 he served as a member of the United Nations Security Advisory Board in Tirana, Albania.

Greg is a widower with a ten year old daughter. His current message of fiscal conservatism is directed toward shaping the future that she and her contemporaries will be challenged with. He makes his home in Washington, North Carolina where he is active in Republican politics and local civic organizations.
If you are interested in getting more involved and becoming part of the leadership and direction of the Wake YRs?  Now is your opportunity!  The Wake YRs will hold elections on January 14 and are looking for more young professionals that want to help lead the Republicans to victory in 2008.  Everyone is welcome!

Meeting Details:

· Date: Monday, January 14, 2008

· Time:  Dinner at 6:30 p.m., meeting at 7:00pm

· Location: Moonlight Pizza Company, 615 West Morgan St. in downtown Raleigh

· Cost:  Optional pizza buffet and drink for $8.

· Parking:  Additional parking is available at the American Cancer Society and in the Shelton’s Furniture parking lot (directly across the street from Moonlight Pizza).
2)  Bob Orr Office opening – January 11
Join Bob Orr

Orr for Governor 2008

New office opening 

And Web site launch

January, 11, 2008

5:00PM – 7:00PM

1550 Glenwood Ave.

(Office located upstairs)

Raleigh, NC 

919-836-2228

(corner of Harvey St. and Glenwood Ave.)

Park in the back 

Bring a friend or two!
3)  Senator Pittenger to announce candidacy Lt. Governor January 14:  
Senator Robert Pittenger (R-Mecklenburg) will announce his candidacy for Lt. Governor on Monday, January 14 at 11a.m. 
The announcement will take place at NCGOP headquarters on Hillsborough Street.

4)  State Auditor Les Merritt Needs Volunteers:  

State Auditor Les Merritt Needs Volunteers:  State Auditor Les Merritt is gearing up for his 2008 re-election campaign.  His campaign has an immediate, ongoing need for volunteers.  The most pressing short-term need is for people who can stuff envelopes at the campaign office during business hours.  If you are interested in volunteering, please complete the volunteer form found here:  http://www.lesmerritt.com/getinvolved.html.

5)  News for Mitt supporters:  


We want to help our neighbors to the south elect the next President of the United States! We will join volunteers from all across the country going to
early primary states to help get out the vote!

The Romney Express (a chartered bus) will leave Raleigh with stops in Greensboro and Charlotte to pick up more volunteers who will help Mitt Romney achieve victory in the South Carolina Primary, to be held January 19. 

Details as to exact times of departure, deployment stations, accommodations, etc. will follow, but right now we want to be sure there is room on that bus for you! The bus fare and lodging is being furnished by the Romney Campaign. Volunteers will need to cover the cost of their meals. 
 
Each of us can help-whether we walk door to door, make phone calls, or aid in getting voters to the polls, so don't hang back if walking is not your bag!

Please email Ashley Monroe at ammonroe1@hotmail.com (using the subject heading "BUS TRIP") so that you can be part of this historic effort giving your name, mailing address, all phone contacts, and, of course, an email contact! And watch for more details to follow!

There will also be day trips on which volunteers close to the NC/SC border can just drive down in their own cars to help for the day. If that's what
you can do, email Ashley with the subject heading "DAY TRIP" and give the date, the 17th, 18th or 19th, and all the other information requested in the body of your email.

Looking forward to hearing from you! 

6)  Orr & Paul Top Young Republican Straw Poll
RALEIGH, N.C. – Nearly one hundred young professionals came out to the Big Easy in downtown Raleigh on Thursday evening for the Wake County Young Republican’s Christmas Party and Straw Poll.  The political group, which targets young professionals in Wake County, has tripled membership in the last two years by hosting fun and educational events.  

“Very few of our members had taken part in a straw poll before and we thought it would be interesting to see who they were likely to support,” said Dave Reynolds, Chairman of the Wake County Young Republicans, “Typically, we’ll get Rudy, Mitt and Huckabee supporters at our events. Thursday night, Ron Paul supporters wanted to make a statement, and they did.”  The event had a rush of Ron Paul supporters in attendance, as the group took a very strong interest in the Young Republican Straw Poll that was held during the party.  The poll covered Republican candidates for both Presidential and NC Gubernatorial races.

Results of the Wake County Young Republican Straw Poll were as follows:

Republican Presidential Candidates:

Ron Paul: 53%

Rudy Giuliani: 21%

Mike Huckabee: 13%

Mitt Romney: 11%

Republican NC Gubernatorial Candidates:

Judge Bob Orr: 48%

Fred Smith: 23%

Undecided: 21%

Bill Graham: 5%

The Wake County Young Republicans will hold club elections and meet next month on Monday, January 14 at Moonlight Pizza in Downtown Raleigh.  

7)  Support our Military Families: Participate in the Cinderella Project!

The NCFYR is proud to be participating in our Community Service Project, The Cinderella Project.  For those who do not know, the Cinderella Project is where we collect used formal and semi-formal dresses and gowns and donate them to Seymour Johnson Air Force Base.  The dresses are cleaned and donated to wives of the airmen at SJAFB for the many ceremonies that they have on base.  

 

If you would like to donate or otherwise help with this project, please contact Ginger Ballard (glballard@gmail.com or 919-770-0191).

 

This is a great way to show your support for the military and their families.  Plus you can clean out your closet in the process!  If you have a dress you would like to donate, please contact Ginger!!!! 

 
8)  Republicans Kick-off Tailgate Season  - Young Republicans Sponsor National Tailgate Contest
With football season in high gear, Young Republicans have kicked off the 2007-2008 GOP Tailgate Contest.  The contest encourages Republicans to show their support for Republican candidates by hosting Republican-themed tailgate parties at sporting events and music concerts from now until February.  The contest, which began last year in North Carolina, received the Young Republican National Event of the Year honors earlier this year and will be building momentum nationwide in preparation for the 2008 presidential election.

Jessica Colon, Chairman of the Young Republican National Federation said, "We look forward to having more Republicans of all ages get active.  This is a unique opportunity to campaign for our Republican candidates."

The fun and inexpensive grassroots campaign promotes increased visibility for candidates and republican organizations, an innovative way for new volunteers to be introduced to the GOP and creative locations to set up voter registration booths or distribute campaign signs and Republican voter guides.  Kim Cotten, Chairman of the North Carolina Federation of Young Republicans said, “The Young Republicans are active in getting more people excited and educated about politics and encouraging more people to get involved.  We invite all Republicans to enter the contest and get more active in the political process.”  She goes on to say “the College Republican organizations will also be a part of the contest and we are excited to have a fun and easy activity for passionate and patriotic Republicans to take part in.”

There will be a few additions to this season’s contest in an effort to get even more Republicans involved.  “One difference this year is that we are opening the contest to any sporting event or music concert that tailgating is welcomed and has over 100 spectators,” said Dave Reynolds, Chairman of the Wake County Young Republicans and contest organizer.  “This year’s contest should provide more Republicans an opportunity to get involved at events of all sizes.  From high school, college and professional sporting events like football, hockey, and NASCAR to music concerts; we are trying to make it easy to support your favorite candidates and at the same time potentially win a gift certificate for up to $500 for your efforts.”  

For more information on contest rules or to enter, please visit www.GOPTailgateContest.com or www.myspace.com/goptailgatecontest
9)  2007 Wake YR Officers 

Chairman  -  Dave Reynolds davereynoldsyr@gmail.com 

Vice Chairman  -  Fred Doyle  Fpgdoyle@gmail.com
Secretary  -  Brannon Lambert  brannon_lambert@ml.com
Treasurer  -  Mark Hardee 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact any of our officers!  
If you would like to post something in our newsletter, please send a short summary of the event in word format to Dave, Fred and Brannon.  The subject line should include the words “YR Newsletter”.  Please take into account that newsletters are only sent every 2-3 weeks.
Please renew your Wake YR membership.  Dues are only $24 for 2008!  With more dues paying members it allows us to budget for more coordinated events and socials. You can mail a check to PO Box 10553, Raleigh, North Carolina   27605-0553
Have you ever thought of getting involved with an exciting organization and becoming part of the leadership and direction?  Now is your opportunity!  The Wake YRs will hold elections on January 14 and are looking for young professionals that want to help lead the Republicans to victory in 2008.  This is not a one person job and does not require a large time commitment.  

We are very excited that we have had quite a response from members wanting to get more active in the group!  We are asking those interested in a position on our Board to please send us a short summary about yourself and your preference for a position.  Because we want to keep everyone involved and have 4 elected positions and many committee chair positions open, we want to make sure we can accommodate as many YRs as we can.  2008 will be a big year and the more active the YRs can be, the better the GOP will be.

Please join us and be a part of this energized organization that is making waves and will lead the way for Young Republicans throughout Wake County and North Carolina. 

If you would like to chair a committee or organize an event, please talk to an existing Officer.  Club elections will be held January 14, 2008.

Visit www.wakeyr.com for more information






